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Presenter: Phyllis Ngai, Clinical Associate Professor and Director of International
                                          Development and Migration Studies, University of Montana

Fordham MSW Interns:
Ashley Walkes - Secretary
 
Meeting Agenda:

1. Moment of Silence in honor of the Native Peoples on whose land we are.
2. Welcome
3. Introductions
4. Agenda
5. Meeting Minutes – September 19, 2024 
6. Speaker - Phyllis Ngai, Clinical Associate Professor and Director of International
                                               Development and Migration Studies, University of Montana      
              Title of Presentation: The Role of Indigenous Civil Society Organizations in
                                                 Raising Indigenous Voices in Cambodia
7. Report of Executive Committee – Sandy 
8.  Indigenous Peoples Day – NYC (Randall’s Island) October 13th and 14th - Roberto 
9.  Update Health and Education sub-committee - Sandy and Rashmi 
10.  Other business
11.  Next meeting –November 21, 2024. 1-3 pm EST

Commencement of Meeting:

1. Moment of silence, to remember the people on whose land we are.
2. Welcome and Introductions
3. Speaker - Phyllis Ngai | Title of Presentation: The Role of Indigenous Civil Society   Organizations in Raising Indigenous Voices in Cambodia
4. Meeting minutes of September 19, 2024 - accepted
5. Executive Committee Report by Sandy:
Executive committee met on October 7, 2024. ***
· Much of the discussion was about agenda items.
· Meeting minutes were prepared and the agenda for today’s meeting.
· Spoke about the guest speaker who is here today.
· Spoke about the guest speaker from the September meeting, Anoush Tertaulian continuing to express numerous gratitude for being able to present at our meeting. Notes that she was so thankful for the opportunity to be able to share about the situation in Artsakh.
· Discussed about the Indigenous Peoples Day in NYC 
· Spoke on logistics about the Health and Education subcommittee meetings *noted having one of the subcommittee meetings prior to the general meeting today
· Discussed about ideas for the individual NGOs to speak on their organizations 
· Brought up ideas about mentioning the next session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous issues; this is the 24th Forum and will be held April 21, 2024 to May 2, 2025. The theme is Implementing the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Within the United Nations’ Member States & the United Nations’ system including the identifying good practices and addressing the challenges. 

***End of Executive Committee Report***

Speaker/Presenter: Phyllis Ngai: 

Phyllis Ngai is a clinical associate professor and the director of International Development and Migration Studies at the University of Montana. Notably, Montana mandates that students study Indigenous peoples and related issues, which is quite distinctive. Phyllis is involved in numerous programs and projects both across the United States and globally. Additionally, she is a descendant of an Indigenous group from Hong Kong.

· Ms. Ngai began the presentation by stating the University of Montana acknowledges that they are in the aboriginal territories of the Salish and Kalispell people. And they honor the path Indigenous peoples have always shown us in caring for this place for generations to come.
· Her roots are from Asia. She is a descendant of the Hakka people and she grew up in her mother’s village and clan. They were given land rights by the British colonial.
· Approximately 70% of the world’s Indigenous peoples live in Asia
· She began her research in Asia after studying about Indigenous issues in North America for nearly two decades. Indigenous issues in Cambodia are one of her ongoing projects
· The Cambodian government voted to adopt the UN Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous People (UNDRIP)
· Cambodia is the home of 24 different Indigenous people groups
· 3% of the national population = 250,000 to 400,000 individuals
· The Indigenous territories include forested plateaus and highlands of north-eastern Cambodia = 25% of the national territory
· The largest Indigenous groups in Cambodia recognized are: Broa, Chhong, Jarai, Kachak, Kavet, Kel, Koang, Kouy, Kreung, Krol, Phnnong, La’Eun, Lun, Mil, Por, Radei, Sam Rei, Souy, Spong, Stieng, Thmoun and Tumpoun
· Mining, logging, agribusiness and other large-scale projects led to an increased demand for land and natural resources
· Shortcomings in the implementation spurred indiscriminate land grabbing by government authorities, political elites, dominant groups, national and international business enterprises, powerful tycoons, etc.
· There are only 6 Indigenous Peoples organizations in Cambodia, versus 3000 NGOs operating in the country. 
· The local/global joint efforts are only succeeding in raising Indigenous voices, as represented by the Indigenous organizations, at the national level. 
· Protecting sustainable livelihood of Indigenous peoples whose lifeways are intimately tied to their aboriginal homelands remain tenuous.

Questions and Comments:

Judy: The most helpful note is that the youth are involved because they have to grow up and be the leaders. You have governments that are obviously tempted by the funds of companies, and they are going to solve every poverty problem by taking away land and distributing profits; which as we know in Africa, is exactly what did not happen, but I am so encouraged by what you have said, even though they are very sad, sad notes in this. I see a point of encouragement and emphasizing to the youth that getting involved in this is extremely important. And thank you for all your efforts. That was a wonderful presentation. 

Phyllis: I just have to say that the youth organizations are supported by the National Funding as well. Funding from International NGOs and organizations. And that is the one thing, maybe you can help with too. 

Elaine: I really thought your presentation was great. It was so informative to hear about Indigenous people and issues and I also really appreciate that you took a force in all of your connections that you have made with the UN, it's very impressive. And also, in kind of what you end with, including the students. There is a lot of power in the students and young voices. And it is wonderful how they have been able to come together and become advocates. We have students that work with us but unfortunately this meeting conflicted with the major conference that is going on right now, but we do have one student that is present. Ashley, want to say hello for a minute? As our one student representative, what do you think about this?

Ashley: Unfortunately, I missed the first half of the presentation because I was having issues with the Zoom link initially but I thought the presentation was very great in how it was put together. It was a way for me to learn a bit more about the Indigenous population in Cambodia. I myself would like to have the opportunity, maybe to be more involved, have the opportunity to advocate more and meet people from the culture to be more hands on about learning of their culture and their stories. If that is an opportunity that can ever come forth with the organization.

Elaine: I think it is a very interesting idea. Maybe we should bring our student groups. They operate very separately. But maybe that is an interesting idea to try and connect our youth here with the Indigenous people. What do you think of this, Phyllis?  

Phyllis: They would really appreciate a connection. But the timing would be an issue and the language would be an issue. There are some leaders that speak English but not many. But we can explore that and then we could have the leaders to translate for the meetings. All connections would be very valuable. Young people's connections.

Daniel: Has the UNDRIP been translated to the Peoples language in Cambodia?

Phyllis: One of the organizations I mentioned has translated the UNDRIP into local languages and is trying to use media, radio or social media to spread the word to really spread the news about UNDRIP and about informing our local community members about their rights as protected by the UN. But yet there is still a gap there. Let's say I am a member in an Indigenous village in Cambodia, and I know about UNDRIP, what can I do about that? How can I use that to support my advocacy? So, there is still that gap there. And I think somehow, we still have that pressure from international organizations, of course pressure from the UN, in order for the government to take their commitment and promise in signing on the UNDRIP seriously and implementing the UNDRIP for all the states to agree. They know UNDRIP is important but it is only the beginning. 

Daniel: Yes, you are absolutely right. That is the same experience I am hearing from other people on this as well from South America, but I take this opportunity to thank you so much, Dr. Ngai. I hope that we will be able to keep in contact with you and especially, when the time comes for the Indigenous People and Fordham comes along, we may be able to have that time, for those who come from Cambodia can participate in some events with Indigenous Peoples from other parts of the world so that they can set up links of communication amongst themselves.

***End of Presentation***

Indigenous Peoples Day - NYC (Randall’s Island) October 13th & 14th, 2024

Sandra: I know that Ausi went to the Indigenous Peoples Day event. She is online but apparently, she does not have reception, therefore she cannot speak about it. But she did send the committee an email saying it was a wonderful event and she sent around an Instagram video of the event also. 

Daniel: Both Valentin and I attended the event. Anoush was there. Roberto was there with members of his family and several other people from his Peoples. It was very impressive.  There were actually people from Indigenous Peoples in the Philippine there as well as many Central South American countries. Of course, North America as well. So, it was quite, quite impressive. There was a lot of singing, dancing, music, and different Indigenous Peoples had the opportunity to speak, their tribe, their group and inform others. This was the 10th time it was held, so next year will be the 11th year and I really do suggest that anyone who can get away, to be there. It is really, really worth it.

Valentin: Agreed with Daniel. Also, the indigenous costumes and their dress, their boots you can buy and also see the Indigenous culture. 

Sandra: It is very impressive. I remember years ago when the Indigenous Peoples Day NYC was starting out; with some Native Americans near Central Park, north of Columbus Circle. They would be there every year around this time. So gradually, just seeing how it has developed into this two day, really big event on Randall’s Island with people coming from all over the world is wonderful. It is so great to see the development and the growth of Indigenous voices coming out and being there.

Daniel: There was really no press coverage that I was aware of.  And I think maybe one of the things that Roberto and maybe some of us in our committee could work on for next year is to be in touch with television, with newspapers to have them go to Randall’s Island and report. Make the event known publicly. At least, that is an idea that I will propose.

Elaine: That is a great idea, Daniel. It is upsetting in a way that the event did not get any media coverage. It doesn’t have to be on the front page in the New York Times, but local newspapers in the city did not even cover it either. I did not see one thing about the celebration.

Health and Education Subcommittee Report: 

** The subcommittee report was given by Sandy:
· This was the first subcommittee meeting in months
· Dr. Ngai spoke about her situations and the Indigenous people in Cambodia, she spoke about ideas and Montana, and her people.
· Committee spoke on brainstorming ideas: the report Indigenous Determinants of Health (came out last year), it is an important program to support 
· Spoke on connecting with members of the Permanent Forum and the forum itself
· Discussed ways on how to connect North American Indigenous with Asian Indigenous 
· Discussed the gap between UN work, “ UNDRIP” and the local level & practicality and the need to bridge the gap
· Rashmi spoke about educating the UN missions (country missions) about Indigenous issues and that being a significant thing

***End of Subcommittee Report***

Other Business:

Joan: In past meetings, we have talked about collaborating with other NGOS, so this time, I would like you all to consider a collaboration with the Committee on the Status of Women. The reason is that next year they will be having this very important forum, where they will be analyzing and reviewing the Beijing Platform for Action. It is so important, John Jay College will have a meeting on Friday to talk about it. I want to add that the violence against women topic is going to be continued through November so maybe we can include something on Indigenous in that one.

Leslie: I think it is very important this group make a request for a parallel event or to work with the government on a side event, being the parallel events would be off campus and the side events would be the ones in the United Nations. A really good government to work with is Canada because they bring so much progress in terms of working with Indigenous groups and having a track record. They will probably number #1 country that you approach, even though you all may know of others. But I do think having something like that would draw attention to this committee and the work that the committee has been doing. But also, to the situation with Indigenous women in particular, those who have been tortured and murdered, forced into marriage and other kinds of atrocious things, you are right Joan. But to you Joan, during the Committee on Status of Women meeting, there was no mention of Indigenous women. 

Elaine: I want to applaud both Joan and Leslie. Here we have CSW and I am very involved with CSW. Also, I went to the meeting yesterday and you are right, there wasn’t anything about Indigenous and I was just thinking Indigenous women are very affected by women’s issues and violence. So, I think we should try to do some networking and how we can proceed. Want to suggest putting together a program, we can find Indigenous women speakers and also, as you said Leslie, missing and murdered Indigenous women is a major, major theme. Maybe that would be something that would be really important for all of us to look at. One of our themes of today is trying to Unite from different universes. We have the Indigenous Committee and we have the Committee on Status of women and collaborating together on a joint activity is a good idea.

Daniel: For those of you who can see the chat, the second to last thing in the chat is the link to the CSW site, where you can look. But it is certainly something we need to take up because there is a major event coming up in 2025.

Judy: I want to confirm that this is an excellent idea. The Grail has been doing side events for CSW and the Permanent Forum for years and our mission is to empower women and get them into leadership positions and ready to embrace leadership so we do use girls mostly. We are so busy from the CSW right to the Permanent Forum and actually, there should be a blend for so many reasons. #1 being that women run their communities. You can say men are in charge but that is not the truth. Women do it all. And so we have always reached out to panels, to women from Ecuador, and Mexico and other international areas and we would like to be a part of what you are doing. I'm not sure who in the Grail would be the liaison for this but if we can send out an email, I will ask the powers that be if they join one of the meetings so if somebody can put something together in an email, I would forward it and we should make this happen.
 
Announcements: 

Next meeting is on November 21, 2024 from 1-3pm.

The Health and Education subcommittee meeting will also be on November 21, 2024 at 3pm after the general meeting.

***Daniel provided closing remarks. And thanked everyone for their participation.***

*** End of Committee Meeting ***
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