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Regional Committee in Asia-Pacific (RCAP) 
  

Notification and Invitation to RCAP 2026 
for NGOs in the Asia-Pacific Region 

 
22-23 April 2026 

 
Bangkok, Thailand 

 
 The UN Sustainable Development Goals and Civil  Society:   

“Transformative, Equitable, Innovative and Coordinated Actions for the  

Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for a Sustainable Future for All ” 
 

CoNGO and its Regional Committee in Asia-Pacific are wholly committed to Agenda 2030 and 
to mobilization and action to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  Since the 

adoption of the 17 SDGs by the United Nations General Assembly in September 2015, NGOs 
and Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) throughout the world – including in the Asia-Pacific 
region – must continue to work to make Sustainable Development meaningful to the 
populations they serve long term, in cooperation with governments, communities, academia, 

the private sector and other stakeholders. NGOs/CSOs advocate with governments at national 
and local level to achieve meaningful commitment to implementation of the Goals. 

 
CoNGO has organized its RCAP Sessions for the past eight years generously hosted by Siam 

University, in Bangkok, thanks to the hospitality of its President Dr Pornchai Mongkhonvanit. 

The RCAP provides an opportunity to strengthen regional solidarity and understanding, to 

exchange experience in crucial Sustainable Development and related areas, and to build new 

and invigorating partnerships. One of the lessons learnt during previous RCAP Sessions was 

how necessary it is for Asia-Pacific NGOs/CSOs to augment and strengthen exchanges of 

experience and mutual learning and collaboration. 

 

We are hereby pleased to invite Asia-Pacific NGOs/CSOs to participate in the RCAP 2026  
sessions on 22 and 23 April 2026 as an opportunity to present and discuss their  substantive 
experience in advocating for and implementing any or all of the five SDGs highlighted below 
by submitting a report summarizing their  implementation activities on these SDGs. In 
accordance with the theme of RCAP, please focus on illustrating, by on-the-ground examples, 
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your organization’s experience, challenges and successes in advancing towards 

“Transformative, Equitable, Innovative and Coordinated Actions for the Implementation of 
the 2030 Agenda for a Sustainable Future for All”. The purpose of this exercize is to illustrate 
for other NGOs and for governments at the UN High Level Political Forum on Sustainable 
Development (HLPF) how national and local NGOs IMPLEMENT the SDGs. Issues would 
include good practices, such as what initiatives have succeeded and what cooperation 
mechanisms with other stakeholders have proven valuable, as well as core challenges, such as 
what impediments have arisen in cooperation and outreach, and lessons learned including 
what new mobilization actions and channels are needed and/or foreseen to make progress on 
SDG implementation. 
 
Please send your summarizing report (3-7 pages) to rcap@ngocongo.org by 1 April 2026, 

make your plans to attend, and notify us of the name, title and email address of your 
participant(s), at rcap@ngocongo.org. We look forward to receiving the reports or 

presentations you wish to submit on the implementation of the 5 SDGs to be highlighted at 
the HLPF 2026. 

 
The 82nd session of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) will 

be held from 20 to 24 April 2026 in Bangkok, and there are several events taking place in 
Bangkok that are of interest to civil society. In particular the International Conference on 

Causes of Poverty and Inequality (ICCPI), the International Conference on Population and 
Development (ICPD), the International Conference on AI, the International Conference on 

Climate Change to be held with academics and research scholars, and finally the International 
Conference on Renewable and Sustainable Energy (ICRSE) will all take place in Bangkok 

between 16 and 24 April 2026. 
 
The RCAP sessions have two main features: 
 

A. The first is an analysis of regional, national or local implementation by Asia -Pacific 

NGOs/CSOs of the Sustainable Development Goals that are up for review this year at the UN 
High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF). 

 
The HLPF reviews annually the progress and the challenges on achieving the SDGs. This is 

done on a rotational basis, and in 2026 the HLPF will be convened from 6-15 July, under the 
theme “Transformative, equitable, innovative and coordinated actions for the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable Development Goals for a sustainable future 
for all”. For RCAP 2026, our theme will focus on part of this title, namely “Transformative, 

Equitable, Innovative and Coordinated Actions for the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 
a Sustainable Future for All”. 

 
For 2026, the HLPF will conduct in-depth reviews of:  

SDG 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation;  

SDG 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy;  

SDG 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and 
foster innovation; 

SDG 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable; 
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SDG 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for 

Sustainable Development. 

 
B. The second feature of RCAP 2026 will be an Open International Panel on Transformative, 

Equitable, Innovative and Coordinated Actions for the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 

a Sustainable Future for All. The Panel will be complementary to the written reports from 

grass-roots perspectives, in that, in addition to Civil Society organizations, it will cover 

academic, scientific and private sector research, and will look towards the future issues still to 

be resolved internationally and nationally to reach implementation by 2030. 

               

We therefore warmly invite Asia-Pacific NGO/CSO with expertise in these areas to propose 

the name and qualifications of a speaker for this Open Panel. Please send such proposals with 

supporting documentation to firstvp@ngocongo.org by March 25 2026. 

Please consult the attached draft programme and logistical information as well as registration 

information. You are also most welcome to showcase the accomplishments of your 
organization in the exhibition area outside the meeting room. Please note that CoNGO 

unfortunately does not have the means to contribute to participants' travel or 
accommodation, but we are pleased to offer a welcoming reception and lunch and coffee/tea 

breaks during the meeting. We look very much forward to welcoming once again the 
participation of many Asia-Pacific NGOs and CSOs to Bangkok on April 22nd which has been 

designated as EARTH DAY.    
 

 

Cyril Ritchie 

CoNGO First Vice President 

firstvp@ngocongo.org 

 

 

 
 


